The Jesus Tree for Children
a journey through Jesus’ life for the weeks
of Lent

Benefice of Wyre Forest West

Part 2:
Monday 28th
March
to
Friday 8th April

Resources
collected by
Julia Quinn

Welcome
Our Jesus tree is a way of thinking about the life of Jesus
during the days of Lent – the church season leading to
Easter. In addition to the materials in the bag, you will need
a Bible (I suggest the Good News Bible, Lion Storyteller’s
Bible, or Barnabas Page a day Bible), colouring things,
scissors, ribbon or string. If you don’t have a tree for your
decorations, put together some sticks, hang the
decorations on a ribbon, decorate a window or door; be
as creative as you wish!

Daily Pattern

Pause

Light your candle and pause. Breath in and out and
settle before God.

Read

Read the Bible verses or the full story?

Think

What did you like or dislike about the story?

Pray

Using the weekly prayer, prayer activity or both

Make

Colour or create your own decoration for the day.

When scanning the story QR codes, please turn off YouTube Autoplay
and bare internet safety in mind.
More information is available at https://www.internetmatters.org/
Acknowledgements
Bible verses are from: The Good News Translation® (Today’s English
Version, Second Edition) © 1992 American Bible Society, the Barnabas
Children’s Bible © 2009 Barnabas and the Lion Storyteller Bible ©2008
Bob Hartman
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Week 5: Stories to make us think
Monday 28th March to Friday 1st April
Each Day:
• Turn on the candle and pause. Breath in and
out slowly three times.
• Say the candle prayer
Jesus, shine your light on us.
Help us to think about your stories
and what they mean to us today
Amen.
• Read or watch the story
• Think about the story
• Pray using the weekly prayer, the prayer
activity or your own prayer
• Colour the decoration or make your own
based on the story
This week’s Prayer
Storyteller Jesus
You want us to know
Your love is for everyone.
Help us to remember
We are loved
And help us to love others
Amen.
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Monday: The story of the farmer and some seed
But some seed fell on good rich soil. There it began to grow,
strong and healthy, until eventually it produced a good harvest.
(from Matthew 13: 8 Barnabas)

Read “the story of the farmer and
the seed); Matthew 13: 4-9, 18-23
or scan the code for a video.
Do we always remember
everything we hear and do
Story
everything we are asked?
Sometimes we get distracted, we think things are
too hard or have lots of things we would rather do.
Sometimes we don’t understand.
Jesus liked to tell stories to make us think. Here
Jesus is using the seeds as a symbol for his message
that God’s love is for everyone. Not all people
listen, remember or understand.
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Every time you are kind to someone, you are spreading
a seed of love and helping to make the world better.
Who can you be kind to today?
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Tuesday: The story of the kind enemy
“Who was a good neighbour to the wounded man?”
(from Luke 10: 36 Barnabas)

Read “The story of the Good
Samaritan (Barnabas 279) or “The
Kind Stranger” (Lion p 104);
Luke 10: 25-37.
The Jews didn’t like the Samaritans.
Story
They did things differently, not
properly like the Jews. They were the
enemy. Then someone asked Jesus, “Who is my
neighbour?” Jesus tells another story to help us think
about who we care about.
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Jesus wants us to care for each other, just as he cares
for us. Are there any people in our classes or the
groups we belong to that we have never really talked
to? Perhaps we can think why that might be and try to
get to know them.
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Wednesday – the story of the lost coin
‘I am so happy I found the coin I lost. Let us celebrate!’
(Luke 15:9 GNB)

Read “the Lost Coin” (Lion
p118); Luke 15: 8-10.
Have you ever lost something
that really matters to you? Have
you ever looked everywhere for
Story
a favourite toy or helped to find
a set of keys? How did finding the lost
thing feel? Jesus told us a story about someone who
lost something to help us think about how God feels
about us.
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Who helps us when we lose things? Do we remember
to say, “Thank you”? Think of ways we might remember
that God always loves us and will always look for us.
Perhaps draw a coin and write “I am loved” or draw a
heart on it to remember this.
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Thursday: The story of the loving father
and the lost son
“He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his
heart was filled with pity, and he ran, threw his arms round his
son, and kissed him.”
(Luke 15: 20)

Read “The loving Father”
(Barnabas 282,) or “The big
spender” (Lion p120);
Luke 15:11-32
People grumbled because Jesus
spent time with everyone – good
Story
people and bad people. They just
wanted him to be with the people they
thought were good.
Jesus wanted people to think about why he spent
lots of time with the “bad” people. So, he told this
story about a young man and his dad.
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Sometimes we get cross with the people we love.
Sometimes we expect too much and complain when
we don’t get what we want. Sometimes we only think
about what we want. Do we need to say sorry to
anyone today? Think of a way we can show we still
love them, just as God always does for us.
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Friday: Jerusalem
“Praise God!
God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord!”
(Mark 11:9)

Read “Jesus Goes to Jerusalem”
(Barnabas 296) or “The Great
Parade” (Lion p92); Mark 11:1-10.
Jesus is seen as someone special
buy those welcoming him. They
make a big fuss and celebration,
calling him a king. Can we
imagine being there?

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
How do we show someone is special to us today? Think
about ways you can show Jesus he is still special.

Weekend
Which has been your favourite
story this week? Can you tell it
in some way? (You could use
Lego or toys or draw pictures.)
7

Week 6: The story of Holy Week Monday 4th to Friday 8th April
Each Day:
• Turn on the candle and pause. Breath in and
out slowly three times.
• Say the candle prayer
Jesus Light of the world,
Be with us as we remember
the sad and the wonderful stories of
Holy Week
Amen
• Read or watch the story
• Think about the story
• Pray using the weekly prayer, the prayer
activity, or your own prayer
• Colour the decoration or make your own
based on the story

This week’s Prayer

Jesus, Son of God,
you came to live with us
so we could see God’s love.
You came to bring life and hope.
Thank you, Jesus
Amen
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Monday: Washing feet
“You, then, should wash one another's feet. I have set an
example for you…”
(John 13:14-15)

Read “Jesus, the servant”
(Barnabas 302); John 13: 3-11.
The roads were dusty and hot;
feet got dirty and smelly!
Washing feet to welcome guests
Story
was something that servants did,
not important people like Jesus.
Everyone was really surprised and a bit
embarrassed when Jesus got a towel and started
washing their feet. How might we feel, I wonder?

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Jesus showed us that, however important we are, we
always need to help others, even if the job is a smelly
one. What might we do to help others today?
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Tuesday: The Special Meal
“While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a
prayer of thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples.
“Take and eat it,” he said; “this is my body.”
(Matthew 3:1 - 21)

Read “An important Meal” (Lion
p136) or “The Betrayer” (Barnabas
303); Matthew 26: 26-30.
Jesus is having a last meal with his
friends and followers. He takes the
Story
everyday food of bread and wine,
thanks God for it, and shares it with everyone.
He uses the food in a special way, to help them
remember all he had taught them and all he was
doing for them and for us.
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Christians still celebrate with bread and wine, just the
way Jesus taught us to at the Last Supper. This special
meal helps us to come close to God, Father, Son and
Spirit and to each other, as we share the food together
and remember all Jesus did.
What is your favourite meal and why is it special to
you? Today, let’s remember to thank God and the
people who make our meals.
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Wednesday: In the garden
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
(Matthew 26:36)

Read “Sleeping Friends” and “Jesus
is arrested” (Barnabas 304-5) or the
first page of “A dreadful day” (Lion
p138); Matthew 26: 36-50.
After the special meal, Jesus and
Story
his friends walk to a nearby
garden.
Jesus was sad as he knew tomorrow would be a
terrible day. As he prayed (and his friends fell
asleep) Judas, one of the disciples arrived and he
was not alone.
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Jesus turned to God his father when things got difficult.
We can always ask for help. Who do we turn to when
we are sad, afraid or when people are unkind? We talk
to someone we trust, a parent, family member or
teacher.
If you are feeling sad or afraid today, tell someone you
trust and remember you are loved by God.
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Thursday: Jesus dies
“It’s done,” Jesus whispered.
And in the sadness and the dark, he died.
A dreadful day (Lion Storyteller Bible)

Read “The place of the skull”
(Barnabas 309) or page 2 of “A
dreadful day (Lion p139); John 19:
16-30.
Today we remember something
very bad and sad; Jesus dying. This
is a difficult part of Jesus’ story, but it
isn’t the end. Please don’t forget that.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
When bad things happen to us, it can seem like
nothing good will ever happen again. We need good
friends to stay with us and tell us that things will get
better. They bring us hope.
Can we think of anyone who might need hope today?
What could we do to help them in difficult times?

12

Friday: The empty tomb
“Don’t be afraid”, the angel said.
“Come and see. The tomb is empty. Jesus is alive!”
A Happy Day (Lion Storyteller Bible)

Read “A Happy Day” (Lion p140)
or “The Empty Tomb” (Barnabas
311);
Matthew 28:1-10.
Some of the women who were
Story
Jesus’ friends were feeling very
sad. They went up to the tomb where Jesus was
buried, to say their final goodbyes to him. What
they found there was wonderful and unexpected!
Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Find a way to celebrate Jesus being alive. You might
make an “empty tomb” or draw the angel talking to
the women. You could decorate a cross shape with
flowers to show new life. Sing a song or tell the story.
Make sure you share the good news that Jesus is alive!
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