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Welcome
Our Jesus tree is a way of thinking about the life of
Jesus during the days of Lent – the church season
leading to Easter. In addition to the materials in the
bag, you will need a Bible (I suggest the Good News
Bible, Lion Storyteller’s Bible, or Barnabas Page a day
Bible), colouring things, scissors, ribbon or string. If
you don’t have a tree for your decorations, put
together some sticks, hang the decorations on a
ribbon, decorate a window or door; be as creative
as you wish!
Daily Pattern

Pause

Light your candle and pause. Breath in and out and
settle before God.

Read

Read the Bible verses or the full story?

Think

What did you like or dislike about the story

Pray

Using the weekly prayer, prayer activity or both

Make

Colour or create your own decoration for the day.
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Week 1: The beginning. Ash Wednesday – Friday 4th March
Each Day:
• Turn on the candle and pause. Breath in and
out slowly three times.
• Say the candle prayer
Jesus, shine your light on us.
Help us to know you better
Amen.
• Read or watch the story
• Think about the story
• Pray using the weekly prayer, the prayer
activity or your own prayer
• Colour the decoration or make your own
based on the story
This week’s Prayer
Loving Lord, living Word
who created stars and planets
and came to live with us,
and be one of us
help us to know you better.
May you be our light.
Amen.
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Ash Wednesday – Jesus is born
Bethlehem was bustling with people. Joseph went from
house to house looking for a room because the inn was full.
Eventually they found shelter where the animals were
stabled. That night, Mary gave birth to a baby boy. She
wrapped him in strips of cloth and made a bed for him in the
manger, because there was no room anywhere else.
(Adapted from Luke 2:6, 7 The Barnabas page a day Bible)

Read any version of the Christmas story or
scan the code below for a video.
Today we begin Lent, a time of thinking
about who Jesus is and what he means to
Christians. Where better to start than at
the beginning?
Jesus was born a tiny baby and learned
to walk and talk, just as we do. Imagine
Jesus, who made everything, exploring
touch, taste, hot and cold, pain and
happiness, being tired or happy for the
first time. He would know friendship,
loneliness and even death.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Can you remember when you did something for the
first time? Did it feel really special? Think about how
special if was for Jesus to be
3 born.

Thursday: Jesus is baptised
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water.
Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
coming down like a dove and lighting on him. Then a voice said
from heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am
pleased.”
(Matthew 3: 16-17)

Read Jesus is Baptised (Barnabas
255, Lion p90); Matthew 3: 13-1.
Yesterday we remembered a little
baby in a manger. Today we see
a grown-up Jesus going to the
river and being baptised. Baptism
is to say sorry for mistakes and start
again. Unlike us, Jesus didn’t need
to start again, but God was
pleased he had come.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Have you been to a baptism? Do you remember water
being used? Cup some water in your hands or hold a
water bottle and think how important water is.
Say “Thank you” for fresh water and fresh starts.
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Friday: Calling the Disciples
“Don't be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”
(Luke 5:9)

Read Jesus’ Special friends (Lion
p92) or the Four Fishermen
(Barnabas 257); Luke 5:1-11.
Jesus was looking for some friends
to tell about God. He chose some
ordinary people, fishermen, to be
the first of these friends. Today we
can all be Jesus’ friend.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Friends are important to everyone. Perhaps say thank
you to your friends today, or think about making a new
one!
Weekend
Which has been your favourite
story this week? Can you tell it
in some way? (You could use
Lego or toys, or draw pictures.)
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Week 2: Who is Jesus? Monday 7th to Friday 11th March
Each Day:
• Turn on the candle and pause. Breath in and
out slowly three times.
• Say the candle prayer
Jesus Light of the world,
show us how to care for others.
Amen
• Read or watch the story
• Think about the story
• Pray using the weekly prayer, the prayer
activity or your own prayer
• Colour the decoration or make your own
based on the story

This week’s Prayer
Lord of Light and Life,
fill us with your Holy Spirit
Help us to hear your truth
and to love others
and your world.
Amen
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Monday: The Cleansing of the Temple
“Take them out of here! Stop making my Father's house a
marketplace!”
(John 2: 16)

Read “A den for thieves and
robbers” (Barnabas 297); John 2:
13-25.
This isn’t how people normally
behaved in a Temple. This isn’t
how we expect people to
behave in a church or holy
building today, either. Jesus was
angry because of the way the
Holy Temple was being used and
he let people know it!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Imagine those coins spinning and scattering on the
ground in the temple (perhaps hold a coin in your
hands). Think about how we can help those who only
have a little.
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Tuesday: Nicodemus – the secret Visit
“God has enough love for all the people he has made, but
people love the darkness rather than the light”
(from John 3:1 - 21 Barnabas)

Read The secret visit (Barnabas
272); John 3: 1-21.
Nicodemus was an important man,
who was very wise about religious
things. He thought he knew all
about God, but Jesus had done
some amazing things. He came to
visit Jesus, in secret, at night. Jesus’
words really surprised him!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Nicodemus heard something he found hard to
understand, but he still listened to Jesus. How do you
feel when you don’t understand, are you ready to ask
for help? Say “Thank you” to those who help you when
you don’t understand.
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Wednesday: The Woman at the Well
“You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan — so how can you ask
me for a drink?”
(John 4:9)

Read “The woman with five
husbands” (Barnabas 273); John
4:1-42
It was hot, and Jesus was tired,
hungry and thirsty. A Samaritan
woman comes to the well at the
hottest part of the day and Jesus
asks for a drink and they talk –
even though he was not
supposed to have anything to do
with Samaritans – they weren’t
Jews like Jesus.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
I wonder what we would do if people were ignoring
someone? Jesus shows that we are all loved by God
and that we are meant to care about each other,
even when we are different. Is there anybody who you
might help today?
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Thursday: Jesus and the Tax man
Then Jesus looked straight at the tree and said, “Zacchaeus!
Zacchaeus, come down! I’m eating at your house today.”
Jesus and the Taxman (Lion Storyteller Bible)

Read “The little tax collector
(Barnabas 292) or Jesus and the
Taxman (Lion p130); Luke 19: 1-10.
Zacchaeus wasn’t very popular.
People thought that he was taking
too much of their money and giving
it to the Roman rulers or keeping it
for himself. Surely Jesus would have
nothing to do with him!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?

Activity
Zacchaeus upset people by being unfair to them, but
realised that he wanted to make up with people for his
mistakes. Can you think of anyone you have treated
unfairly? Say sorry to them and remember that Jesus
forgives our mistakes.
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Friday: The man on the mat
Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your mat, and walk.”
Immediately the man got well; he picked up his mat and started
walking.
(John 5:8-9)

Read John 5: 1-18.
Jesus travels to Jerusalem and
sees someone who needs help but
it’s the Sabbath and people don’t
work on the holy day. What will
Jesus do?

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Think of all the things that the man had missed out on
by being unable to walk. There are things we can each
do well, and things we cannot, but we are all important
to God.
How might you say thank you to God for the things you
can do well?
Weekend
Which has been your favourite
story this week? Can you tell it
in some way? (You could use
Lego or toys, or draw pictures.)
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Week 3: Special Signs. Monday 14th to Friday 18th March

Each Day:
• Turn on the candle and pause. Breath in and
out slowly three times.
• Say the candle prayer
Jesus, you showed us God loves us.
Help us to see God in other people
Amen.
• Read or watch the story
• Think about the story
• Pray using the weekly prayer, the prayer
activity or your own prayer
• Colour the decoration or make your own
based on the story

This week’s Prayer
Loving Lord Jesus
who came to live with us, as one of us,
to bring new life to all,
help us to know you are with us
guiding us through all our senses.
Amen
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Monday: The best wine of all.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill these jars with water.” They filled
them to the brim, and then he told them, “Now draw some water
out and take it to the man in charge of the feast.”
(John 2: 7-8)

Read “The best wine of all”
(Barnabas 258) John 2: 1-12.
When Jesus did special things, John
called them “Signs”. This is the first,
at a wedding party about to go
very wrong as it was extremely rude
to run out of drinks!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Think about who helps you when things don’t go
according to the plan. Do you always notice them
helping? Say “Thank you” to people who help you
today and see if you can help someone.
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Tuesday: The sick boy
Jesus said to him, “Go, your son will live!
(John 4: 50)

Read John 4:43-54.
This Dad was so worried about his
little boy he went to see Jesus.
What happened next was another
of the “Signs” that showed Jesus
was special.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Are there people you know who are sick? Write a
prayer, draw a picture or make a prayer shape to ask
God to help them and the doctors, nurses, carers and
family members who look after them.
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Wednesday: Five Rolls and Two fish
“There is a boy here who has five loaves of barley bread and
two fish. But they will certainly not be enough for all these
people.”
(John 6: 9)

Read “Five rolls and two little fish”
(Barnabas 275) or “The Marvellous
Picnic” (Lion p102); John 6:1-15.
Jesus is followed by a crowd who
want to find out more. They all look
hungry, but there are so many.
What to do? Something special that
everyone saw!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Think about your favourite food. Thank God for it and
the food in your cupboards and pray for those who
have little or nothing. Is there a way you can share
what you have to help feed others?
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Thursday: Walking on water
The disciples had rowed about five or six kilometres when they
saw Jesus walking on the water, coming near the boat, and they
were terrified. “Don't be afraid,” Jesus told them, “It is I!”
(John 6: 19-20)

Read Walking on Water
(Barnabas 276); John 6:16-21.
Jesus sends the disciples on a
boat trip, and in the wind and
rain they see something that
scares them. Time for another
special sign!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Washing our hands helps to keep us safe. The next
time you wash your hands why don’t you try bringing
to God all the things that worry or scare you, knowing
that God doesn’t want us to stay afraid.
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Friday: the Blind Man
Jesus said, “While I am in the world, I am the light for the
world.” After he said this, Jesus spat on the ground and made
some mud with the spittle; he rubbed the mud on the man's
eyes and said, “Go and wash your face in the Pool of Siloam.”
(This name means “Sent”.) So the man went, washed his face,
and came back seeing.
(John 9:5-6)

Read “I can see! (Lion p110); John
9: 1-12.
This man was born blind. Can you
imagine what it might be like to
suddenly use a sense you have
never had?

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
What can you see, feel and hear right now? Ask God to
help you discover beauty in all that you can sense
around. Say “Thank you” for that you can sense.

Weekend
Which has been your favourite
story this week? Can you tell it in
some way? (You could use Lego
or toys, or draw pictures.)
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Week 4: Jesus said... Monday 21st to Friday 25th March

Each Day:
• Turn on the candle and pause. Breath in and
out slowly three times.
• Say the candle prayer
Jesus, show us how to live
and love others as you did.
Amen
• Read or watch the story
• Think about the story
• Pray using the weekly prayer, the prayer
activity or your own prayer
• Colour the decoration or make your own
based on the story
This week’s Prayer
Jesus, Light of the world,
the “I AM”
show us the way
even in the darkest night.
Help us to reflect
your life and light to all. Amen
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Monday: Bread of life
“I am the bread of life,” Jesus told them. “Those who come to
me will never be hungry; those who believe in me will never be
thirsty.”
(John 6:35)

Read John 6: 25-38.
Jesus said “I AM,” a special name for
God. When he says “I AM” everyone
knew he was saying something very
important – that he was God. He uses
pictures to tell us more about who he
is. Here he is explaining he is like food
so everyone can come to him and
trust in him to care for them and bring
them new life.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Food gives us the energy to live our lives. Jesus gives
us story food and spiritual food, to help us live our lives
well, loving and caring for others, just as he did.
Today, feed the birds, or your pet or water a plant
and think about helping others to have energy to live.
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Tuesday: Light of the world
“I am the light of the world,” he said. “Whoever follows me will
have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.”
(John 8:12)

Read John 8:12.
Do you like the dark? Have you
ever tried to find your way when
there is no light? Light is very
important to us. Today’s “I AM”
picture story is very short, Jesus
says he is like light helping us find
the way.

Story

Think about today’s picture story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
See how many lights you can spot today; don’t forget
the sun and moon. Think about the lights that help us
keep safe, like crossing lights. Say thank you to God for
the lights in our lives.
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Wednesday: The good shepherd
“I am the good shepherd, who is willing to die for the sheep.”
(John 10:11)

Read “The Good Shepherd”
(Barnabas 281, Lion p116) John 10:
11-16.
Today’s “I AM” picture story shows
Jesus as a shepherd who really
cares for his sheep. The story also
tells us that the sheep - that’s uslisten for Jesus’ voice.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Do you know anyone who has sheep or do you have
a pet yourself? How do you look after it and show you
care? Does your pet recognise you? How can we
show we care for everyone and the world around us
today?
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Thursday: The Way, the Truth and the Life
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going;
so how can we know the way to get there?”
Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no
one goes to the Father except by me.”
(John 14:5-6)

Read John 14: 1-7.
Jesus’ disciples were confused,
because he had told them he was
going away. They wanted to follow
him, but were frightened of getting
lost. Today, Jesus’ “I AM” picture
shows him as a map, a picture of
God and the way to find God.
That’s a lot to think about!

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
Can you draw a map to show the way to somewhere
important to you?
Say “Thank you” because God wants us to find our
way to God.
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Friday: The vine and branches
“I am the vine, and you are the branches. Those who remain in
me, and I in them, will bear much fruit; for you can do nothing
without me
(John 15:5)

Read John 15: 1-5.
Have you ever seen fruit growing? In
our final “I AM” picture Jesus is saying
we are like branches. By itself, a
branch cannot do much. As part of
the vine, (God’s family) we can do
lots of good things.

Story

Think about today’s story.
I wonder what part did you like best?
I wonder what didn’t you like?
I wonder what the story reminds you of?
Activity
What jobs, games or activities can you only do when
you work with others? Is there someone you can work
with today to do something useful that you couldn’t do
yourself? Say “Thank you” for friends and families.
Weekend
Which has been your favourite
story this week? Can you tell it
in some way? (You could use
Lego or toys, or draw pictures.)
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